P*taz Review (2004)

Ptaz, is the fusion of two musical styles, that of the jazz and electro. Francois Heyer (Trombone), Daniel Hauger (Saxophone) and Dj Bouto (double bass and various electronic machines).  Since 1980, Francois Heyer multiplied his activities within several and diverse bands, sailing across blues and rhythms, through its many alternatives.  Daniel Hauger established his style while working with giants like Clifford Jordan, or Claude Barthélémy before testing the Lizards Lounge of John Lurie styles and improvised music.  Nicolas Boutines, alias Dj Bouto, quickly exchanged his guitar for electronic machines to be immersed in the flood of house & Dub music.  The Ptaz Trio was born at the time of the popular Teppaz Nights at the Noumatrouff, a famous Alsatian venue located in Mulhouse.  During these nights, electronic music and free jazz clash and mix with each other in an incredible blend of improvisation; Heyer and Hauger have carte blanche  on the loops/sampling of Dj Bouto.

Recorded in Bouto’s home-studio, 'Kung Fou' ((p) Sonic Control, 2003) was the fruit of a symbiosis between various instruments (coppers, platinums & electronics) and the plentiful inspirations of each musician.  Soon, the trio prepared to produce a second album that would prove to be a bit more funky.  ‘Ravissant’ will come out by the end of this year. Parallel to the records and concerts, The Ptaz Trio tried out other experiments: creation of the soundtrack of the silent film of 'Dziga Vertov' (a 1929 production, entitled 'The Man with the Camera'.)  The Ptaz Trio enjoyed its freedom:  freedom to play music following  borrowed ways and musical styles.  Welcome to Ptaz fever! 

- Angel Del Rio -



